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ADICO is a Portuguese family business dedicated to the production of metallic furniture. With 
over 100 years of activity, it is the oldest Portuguese company in this sector and one of the 
oldest in Europe.
Adico is the author of the famous Portuguese Chair - made from a tubular structure in curved 
steel – which is spread across all terraces in Portugal and which, across borders, so well 
represents our country.
Adico's collections are divided between metallic indoor and outdoor furniture and a Classic line 
of premium products, marked by refinement, modernity and the quality of details and finishing 
of the pieces.
The company currently has around 60 employees and exports to more than 30 countries, 
including France, Spain, Malta, Belgium, Italy, Japan, South Korea and the USA.

1. SCOPE OF THE CONTEST
The contest “Adico draws the future” is an Adico initiative with the aim of promoting 
cooperation between industry, universities, and young professionals at the beginning of their 
careers. The contest is for students of courses in the areas of Design and Architecture, of the 
1st and 2nd cycles of Higher Education and young professionals up to 30 years of age 
completed in 2023, who want to participate in a challenge of creativity and exercise of their 
skills in the area of design and eco design. The projects that best respond to the challenge will 
receive different prizes, according to the category and place of classification.
This document defines the terms and conditions of the contest. 

2. OBJECTIVE AND BRIEFING
“Most of my drawings obey a precise goal: to find the Form that responds to the Function and 
frees itself from function – and from effort – opening itself up to an unpredictable destiny.” – 
Álvaro Siza, “Texts”
“…the design of a piece of furniture tends towards a special ability to adapt to different 
situations.” – Álvaro Siza, “Texts”

The “Adico draws the future” contest aims to motivate and reward the creative, interpretive, 
and innovative capacity, combined with the technical quality of the candidates, who must 
attend University in Institutions of the national territory, in the areas of Design and 
Architecture and young professionals up to 30 years.
The 2nd edition of the Adico Award suggests the creation of an armchair for indoor spaces 
that may integrate the company's portfolio. 
It´s a challenge to the competitors' creativity, through the interpretation of what an armchair 
is and the possibilities associated with it.
“Armchair” – definition/meaning: “Large chair, usually upholstered”.
It is a broad concept, which calls for a certain ambiguity and versatility in use. It can respond 
to different purposes, as it is adapted to spaces for living, working, eating...
In the case of several variants, they must guarantee a perceptible formal unity.

Technical and functional aspects:
• Metal structure in mild steel, stainless steel or aluminum, with upholstered elements;
• Wood components are allowed;
• Injection components are allowed, if available on the market;
The project must incorporate the concept of the life cycle of the product, from the materials, 
processes, packaging for shipment, to its destination, whether or not it is waste.
The best projects, developed based on the main objective and the briefing conveyed, will be 
evaluated by a Jury that consists of five elements, with proven credibility and recognition in 
this area. They will subsequently award prizes according to the category of competition.

3. ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS
The contest is divided in 2 categories:
- Individual applicant who is attending a higher education establishment in Portugal, as a 
student of the 1st or 2nd cycle of higher education, in the areas of Design and Architecture.
- Individual applicant exercising their profession in the area, aged up to 30 years completed by 
December 31, 2023.
Candidates who have maintained any type of connection, past or present, with Adico, such as 
current or former employees and their direct families, will not be eligible.
The Jury has the right to verify and decide on the eligibility of any Participant in the Contest, in 
accordance with the previously mentioned points and, if necessary, exclude or disqualify 
projects that do not comply with them.

4. ELIGIBLE IDEAS
Submitted concepts must strictly follow the assumptions defined in the Objectives and 
Briefing section and each participant can only participate with one idea.

5. DEADLINES 

The Contest will follow the following schedule, divided into three moments: 
•  Presentation of applications - submission of ideas:  from March 30th to June 30th
•  Analysis of the proposals and deliberation of the Jury:  until August 31st
•  Disclosure of winning proposals:  September 18th

Organization of the closing event promoted by ADICO at a date and place to be determined for 
the personal presentation of the finalist projects and the awarding of prizes.

6. REGISTRATION AND SUBMISSION PROCESS
To formally submit an idea, the following information is required:
a) Completing the mandatory fields in the Online Registration Form, available at 

www.adico.pt.
b)   Upload, in the same Online Registration Form, a presentation of the submitted idea, in
       accordance with the following 'Guidelines for Presentation':

I. Maximum number of slides: 6;
II.    Minimum acceptable font size: 16pt;
III.   Accepted file formats: PDF; PPT; PPTX.
IV.   Technical draws

These ‘Submission Guidelines’ serve the purpose of helping Entrants to present their idea to the 
Jury using a common and comparable framework. Any submission that does not respect these 
points cannot be formally accepted.

The Jury has the right to request additional information that considers relevant for the correct 
evaluation of the submitted idea.

7. SELECTION AND EVALUATION CRITERIA
The submitted ideas, which are in accordance with the previous points, will be evaluated by the 
Jury using the following criteria of equal weight:
a)  The level of suitability of the idea submitted to the given briefing;
b)  The technical viability of the submitted idea;
c)  The practical applicability of the submitted idea;
d)  The market potential of the submitted idea (which needs is addressed to and which
      solutions are presented);
e)  The innovation of the submitted idea;
f)   Sustainability of the submitted idea – Eco design

8. RELEASE OF RESULTS
The results will be communicated via email to all contest participants.

9. CLOSING EVENT
The ‘Closing Event’ of the Contest “Adico draws the future” will be a public session where the 
winning ideas will be presented to the Jury and guests by the Participants.

10. THE JURY
The Jury consists of five elements:
Adelina Costa, Adico Executive Committee
André Pinto, responsible for the Technical Department at Adico
Luis Laranjeira, Architect
Diogo Aguiar, Architect and University Professor
Virgínio Moutinho, Architect and author of several pieces that combine furniture design, 
sculpture and toys.
The Jury is responsible for selecting, evaluating and deciding which ideas submitted to the 
Contest should be proposed for the attribution of a prize by Adico.
The Jury will deliberate by simple majority and its decisions are final and not subject to appeal.

11. PRIZES
Young professionals’ category:
1st prize €1,300.00
 2nd prize €700.00
                                              
Student Category:
1st prize €700.00
2nd prize €300.00

Jury has the right to propose the non-attribution of any of the prizes, if the ideas with the highest 
scores do not reach a minimum level of quality understood by the Jury as adequate for each prize.
Note: Adico can produce and edit the products. 

12. PRIVACY AND ADVERTISING
Participants accept that personal data sent during the registration and submission process 
may be processed, stored and used by Adico in compliance with the legislation.
Adico guarantees the confidentiality of all personal and non-personal data related to the 
registration and submission process.
The only exception to the confidentiality of personal and non-personal data concerns the 
contents publicly presented by the Participants in the 'Closing Event'. In this case, the names 
of Participants and their public presentations may be published within the context of public 
promotion by Adico.
By accepting the prize, the awarded Participant expressly agrees not to engage in any form of 
public promotion related to, or mentioning the prize received, without obtaining prior written 
approval from Adico
Non-compliance with the previous point grants Adico the right to revoke the awarding of the prize 
to the Participant and demand a full refund of the pecuniary value received by the Participant.

13. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
The Participant retains as its own all intellectual property rights existing until the moment of 
submission of the idea.
All Participants guarantee that the submitted ideas are original and that they are the sole and 
exclusive owners of the rights associated with the submitted ideas and their included content.
As a condition of participation in the Contest, the Participant grants Adico the right to use, 
reproduce, publicly present and create derivative content resulting from the submitted idea, in 
connection with and with the purpose of advertising and promoting the Contest.
The Participant assumes full responsibility for any legal action, whatever its nature, that may 
be taken against Adico by third parties, as a result of any dispute or claim related to the rights 
of publication or ownership of the submitted ideas and all content contained in them, including 
the possible violation of any industrial or intellectual property rights such as confidentiality 
agreements signed between the Participant and other institutions or companies.
Adico may express interest in commercially developing the product with the Participant. In this 
case, both parties would specifically agree on the terms of this cooperation.
 

14. FINAL PROVISIONS
To have their participation in the Contest recognized, the Participant is obliged to accept the 
Regulations described in this document. Formal recognition of this 'Regulation' is made upon 
submission of the 'Online Registration Form', available at www.adico.pt. 
By pressing the 'Send' button, the Participant declares that he has read, understood, and 
accepted the Regulation for the “Adico draws the future” competition. Once the 'Send' button is 
pressed, the Regulation takes the form of a legal agreement between the Participant and 
Adico, within the scope of this competition.
Under no circumstances should the submission of an idea to the Contest, the attribution of a 
prize, or any part of these Regulations, be interpreted as an offer or employment contract, or 
any other type of promise of contractual relationship between the Participant and Adico.
Any false information provided by the Participant within the context of the contest, including 
personal information, right of publication or right of ownership, will result in immediate 
exclusion from the contest.
Any action on the part of the Participant likely to create obstacles or constraints to the normal 
functioning of the Contest will result in their immediate exclusion from the Contest.
Adico is not responsible or liable for any claim, discussion or dispute arising from matters related 
to the authorship and publication rights of the contents presented in the submitted ideas.
Adico is not responsible for any errors in the electronic transmission of data that result in the 
omission, interruption, destruction, defect, delay or failure to receive submitted information 
due to technical problems or traffic congestion on the internet or on its website.
Adico reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to cancel, terminate or suspend the Contest, 
these actions being subject to communication to all Participants.
Adico reserves the right to correct or amend these Regulations, these changes being subject to 
communication to all Participants so that they can accept the terms of the new Regulation.

15. CONTACT
Any question or additional information related to “Adico draws the future” can be asked 
through:

E-mail: adico@adico.pt

@adico.mobiliariometalico @adico.mobiliariometalicoadico.pt


